
Osho: 
 
Charles Darwin propounded a theory of evolution. Most of it is relevant, but he has missed something 
very basic. He only thought of the evolution of the human skeleton. He was continually comparing the 
skeletons of other animals with human skeletons. The ape, the chimpanzee, certain species of monkeys, 
have a similar skeleton; that's why he finally concluded that man has come either from apes or from 
chimpanzees or from monkeys. 
Of course he was laughed at all over the world, particularly by the Christians, because Christianity 
has a very stubborn, fanatic attitude, which was never so clear before Charles Darwin's proposing 
the theory of evolution. Even today, most people are not clear what the problem is, why Christians 
are so much against Charles Darwin. 
Christians believe that God created the world in its completion in six days. Obviously, when God 
creates something it is bound to be complete and perfect; hence the question of evolution does not 
arise. Evolution means things are evolving, becoming better, more perfect, reaching to higher levels. 
This was against the idea of a fixed creation; hence Charles Darwin was criticized, condemned. 
I remember... There was a small school and the teacher was explaining to the students how God 
created the world. One small boy, whose father was a scientist and had been teaching him about the 
theory of evolution, stood up and said, "But my father says something else. He says we are born out 
of the monkeys." 
And the Christian teacher said, "As far as your family is concerned, he may be right. We are not 
discussing your family here. You can see me later after the class." 
But that was the attitude all over the world? not only of Christians but of Hindus and of 
Mohammedans. They thought that Charles Darwin had taken away their dignity as the greatest and 
the most superior creation of God. He has destroyed their ego trip, that God created man in his 
own image. Now this fellow is saying God that created man in the image of a monkey. Nobody was 
ready to accept it. 
I am also not ready to accept it, but my grounds are different. It is not a question of comparing 
skeletons; the evolution is in the consciousness, not in the body. Man has a body, monkeys have their 
own bodies, chimpanzees have their own bodies. 
Even Charles Darwin was very much puzzled: How can a monkey suddenly become a man? As far as 
we know, at least since ten thousand years, there has not been a single case when suddenly a 
monkey jumped out of a tree and became a man. If it has not happened in ten thousand years, it is 
inconceivable that it could ever have happened. 
His whole life he was looking for some missing links: the gap between the monkey and man seems to 
be too big. He wanted to find a few missing links so he could make smaller gaps: the monkey 
becomes something else, then something else becomes something else, and then finally a small 
difference... and the animal becomes man. 
But he could not find any missing link. Because he was born in the West and had the attitude of a 
materialist, that caused the whole trouble. Otherwise he was saying something of immense 
importance. 
Evolution needs to be not of the body but of consciousness; then it becomes a spiritual progress. 
But Darwin had no idea of any spirit in man. To him, man was just the body and nothing more. 
I propound a theory of spiritual evolution, and that has been the basic understanding of all 
mysticism in the world. 
Man is born as a seed. To accept the seed as your life is the greatest mistake one can commit. 
Millions of people are born as seeds, fresh, young, with tremendous potential of growth. But 



because they accept the seed as their very life, they die as a rotten seed; nothing happens in their 
life. 
If man takes care of the seed that he is born with ? gives it the right soil, gives it the right 
atmosphere and the right vibrations, moves on a right path where the seed can start growing then 
the ultimate growth is when your being blossoms and opens all its petals and releases the beautiful 
fragrance. 
Unless you blossom, your life is nothing but an exercise in utter futility. You are born unnecessarily, 
you are living unnecessarily, and you will die unnecessarily. Your whole biography can be reduced to a 
single word: unnecessary. 
But if you can blossom and release that which is hidden in you, you have fulfilled the longing of 
existence. You have given back to existence the fragrance that was hidden in your seed.  
You have come to fulfill your destiny. The mystics have never accepted man as the ultimate product. 
Man is only a beginning and one should not die as a beginning; that is ugly, insulting, damaging to your 
dignity. Man should reach to the absolute fulfillment ? not only for his own contentment, but for 
the contentment of the cosmos.  
You have never dreamed that you contain so much, that your potential is so valuable, that your 
interiority is a treasure inexhaustible, that you need not be in debt to existence forever. You can 
return to existence a millionfold what existence has given to you.  
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