The Koan of Relationship

THE BEST KOAN THERE IS IS LOVE, is relationship. Th at's how it is being used
here. A relationship is a puzzle with no clue to itHowsoever you try to manage it,
you will never be able to manage it. Nobody has ewvkeen able to manage it. It is
made in such a way that it simply remains puzzlingThe more you try to demystify
it, the more mysterious it becomes. The more youyrto understand it, the more
elusive it is.

It is a greater koan than any koan that Zen mastergive to their disciples, because
their koans are meditative -- one is alone. Whendive you the koan of relationship

it is far more complicated, because you are two differently made, differently
conditioned, polar opposites to each other, pullingn different directions,
manipulating each other, trying to possess, dominat.. there are a thousand and one
problems.

While meditating, the only problem is how to be sént, how not to be caught in
thoughts. In relationship there are a thousand anane problems. If you are silent,
there is a problem. Just sit silently by the sidefo/our wife and you will see -- she
will immediately jump upon you: "Why are you silent? What do you mean?" Or
speak, and you will be in trouble -- whatsoever yosay, you are always
misunderstood.

No relationship can ever come to a point where isinot a problem. Or if sometimes
you see a relationship coming to a point where isino more a problem, that simply
means it is not a relationship any more. The relatinship has disappeared -- the
fighters are tired, they have started accepting thmgs as they are. They are bored,;
they don't want to fight anymore. They have acceptéit, they don't want to improve
upon it.

Or, in the past, people tried to create a kind of armony forcibly. That's why, down
the ages, women were repressed -- that was one wd\sorting things out. Just force
the woman to follow the man, then there is no proleim. But it is not a relationship
either. When the woman is no more an independent pgon the problem disappears.
But the woman has also disappeared. Then she is justhing to be used; then there
is no joy, and the man starts looking for some othrevoman.

If you ever come across a happy marriage, don't trst it on the surface. Just go a
little deeper and you will be surprised. | have hea about one happy marriage...

A hillbilly farmer decided it was time to get married, so he saddled his mule and set
off for the city to find a wife. In time, he met awoman and they were married. So
they both climbed up on the mule and started backdr the farm. After a while, the
mule balked and refused to move. The farmer got dow found a big stick, and beat
the mule until it again began to move.

"That's once," the farmer said.



A few miles later, the mule balked again, and thergire scene was repeated. After
the beating, when the mule was moving again, therfaer said, "That's twice."

A few miles later, the mule balked for a third time The farmer got down, got his
wife down, and then took out a pistol and shot thenule in the eye, killing it
instantly.

"That was a stupid thing to do!" the wife shouted."That was a valuable animal and
just because he annoyed you, you killed him! That &s stupid, criminal..." and she
went on like this for some time. As she stopped fdireath, the farmer said, "That's
once."

And it is said, after that they lived forever in maried happiness!

That is one way of solving things, that's how it hebeen done in the past. In the
future, the reverse is going to be tried -- the humand has to follow the wife. But it is
the same thing.

A relationship is a koan. And unless you have soldea more fundamental thing
about yourself, you cannot solve it. The problem dbve can be solved only when the
problem of meditation has been solved, not beforé iBecause it is really two non-
meditative persons who are creating the problem. Tavpersons who are in
confusion, who don't know who they are -- naturallythey multiply each other's
confusion, they magnify it.

Unless meditation is achieved, love remains a migerOnce you have learnt how to
live alone, once you have learnt how to enjoy yowsimple existence, for no reason at
all, then there is a possibility of solving the send, more complicated problem of
two persons being together. Only two meditators calive in love -- and then love will
not be a koan. But then it will not be a relationslkp either, in the sense that you
understand it. It will be simply a state of love, ot a state of relationship.

So, Madhuri, 1 understand your trouble. But | tell people to go into these troubles
because these troubles will make you aware of therfdamental problem, that you,
deep inside your being, are a riddle. And the othesimply is a mirror. It is difficult

to know your own troubles directly, it is very easyto know them in a relationship. A
mirror becomes available: you can see your face ime mirror, and the other can see
his face in your mirror. And both are angry, becaug both see ugly faces. And
naturally both shout at each other, because theiratural logic is, "It is YOU, this
mirror, which is making me look so ugly. Otherwisel am such a beautiful person.”

That's the problem that lovers go on trying to sole, and cannot solve. What they

are saying again and again is this: "l am such a laitiful person, but you make me
look so ugly."

Nobody is making you look ugly -- you ARE ugly. Saw, but that's how it is. Be
thankful to the other, be grateful to the other, beause he helps you to see your face.
Don't be angry.

And go deeper into yourself, go deeper into meditain. But what happens is that
whenever a person is in love he forgets all abouteditation. | go on looking at you --



whenever | see a few persons missing, | know whaas happened to them. Love has
happened to them. Now they don't think that they ae needed here. They will come
only when love creates much trouble and it becomésipossible for them to solve it.
Then they will come and ask, "Osho, what to do?"

When you are in love, don't forget meditation. Loves not going to solve anything.
Love is only going to show you who you are, whereoy are. And it is good that love
makes you alert -- alert of the whole confusion anthe chaos within you. Now is the
time to meditate! If love and meditation go togethe you will have both the wings,
you will have a balance.

And the vice-versa also happens. Whenever a persetarts moving deep in
meditation, he starts avoiding love, because he tiks if he goes into love his
meditation will be disturbed. That too is wrong. Malitation will not be disturbed,
meditation will be helped. Why will it be helped? Bcause love will go on showing
you where there are still problems, where they aréVithout love, you will become
unconscious of your problems. But becoming unconsuis does not mean that you
have solved them. If there is no mirror, that doesiot mean that you don't have any
face.

Love and meditation should go hand in hand. That i®ne of the most essential
messages that | would like to share with you: Lovand meditation should go hand
in hand. Love and meditate, meditate and love -- ahslowly slowly you will see a
new harmony arising in you. Only that harmony will make you contented.



