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The Golden Tractate of Hermes Trismegistus

Aureus or the Golden Tractate of Hermes

Section |

Even thus saith Hermes: Through long years | hate@ased to experiment, neither have | have spangdabour of mind
And this science and art | have obtained by the gapiration of the living God, who judged fitapen them to me His
servant, who has given to rational creatures theepof thinking and judging aright, forsaking nooe giving to any
occasion to despair. For myself, | had never disoed this matter to anyone had it not been fromdét¢he day of
judgment, and the perdition of my soul if | con@ghit. It is a debt which | am desirous to disclea@the Faithful, as tt
Father of the faithful did liberally bestow it upare.

Understand ye, then, 0 Sons Of Wisdom, that theviedge of the four elements Or the ancient philbsog was not
corporally or imprudently sought after, which aneotugh patience to be discovered, according ta taeises and their occ
operation. But, their operation is occult, sincéhim is done except the matter be decompoundetbacause it is not
perfected unless the colours be thoroughly passeédecomplished. Know then, that the division thias made upon the
water by the ancient philosophers separates itfmtosubstances; one into two, and three into tireethird part of which is
colour, as it were-a coagulated moisture; but #u@sd and third waters are the Weights of the Wise.

Take of the humidity, or moisture, an ounce andl§ and or the Southern redness, which is the gbgbld, a fourth part,
that is to say, half-an-ounce of the citrine Seyrdike manner, half-an-ounce of the Auripigmdmlf-an-ounce, which are
eight; that is three ounces. And know ye that the wf the wise is drawn forth in three, but theevthereof is not perfecte
until at length thirty be accomplished

Understand the operation, therefore. Decoctiorelesshe matter, but the tincture augments it; beeauna in fifteen days
is diminished; and in the third she is augmentéts s the beginning and the end. Behold, | hawtaded that which was
hidden, since the work is both with thee and altloe - that which was within is taken out and fixadd thou canst have it
either in earth or sea.

Keep, therefore, thy Argent vive, which is prepairethe innermost chamber in which it is coagulafedthat is the
Mercury which is separated from the residual earth.

He, therefore, who now hears my words, let himaearto them; which are to justify no evil-doer t o benefit the good;
therefore, | have discovered all things that wertte hidden concerning this knowledge, and disddbke greatest of all
secrets, even the Intellectual Science.

Know ye, therefore, Children of Wisdom, who enquiomcerning the report thereof, that the vultuamding upon the
mountain crieth out with a loud voice, | am the Y&of the Black, and the Red of the White, andGhgne of the Red, and
behold | speak the very truth.

And know that the chief principle of the art is feow, which is the blackness of the night andrriess of the day, and fli
without wings. From the bitterness existing in theat the tincture is taken, the red goes fordimfhis body, and from his
back is taken a thin water.

Understand, therefore, and accept this gift of @bath is hidden from the thoughtless world. In daerns of the metals
there is hidden the stone that is venerable, sgléndatolour, a mind sublime, and an open sea. Rehdave declared it
unto thee; give thanks to God, who teacheth this&ktiowledge, for He in return recompenses thesfuht

Put the matter into a moist fire, therefore, angsesit to boil in order that its heat may be augm@nwhich destroys the
siccity of the incombustible nature, until the padhall appear; then extract the redness andgheparts, till only about a
third remains

Sons of Science ! For this reason are philosopd®dsto be envious, not that they grudged the tautieligious or just men,
or to the wise; but to fools, ignorant and viciowso are without self-control and benevolence,tlfzesy should be made
powerful and able to perpetrate sinful things. &osuch the philosophers are made accountable ¢y &l evil men are n
admitted worthy of this wisdom.

Know that this matter | call the stone; but it iscanamed the feminine of magnesia or the herhewtite spittle, or the
volatile milk, the incombustible oil in order thiktmay be hidden from the inept and ignorant whedgficient in goodness
and self-control; which | have nevertheless siguifio the wise by one only epithet, viz., the Rdglzher's Stone.

Include, therefore, and conserve in this sea,itbeahd the heavenly bird, to the latest momemti®exit. But | deprecate ye
all, Sons of Philosophy, on whom the great giftto$ knowledge being bestowed, if any should unaler or divulge the
power thereof to the ignorant, or such as are fmfithe knowledge of this secret. Behold, | haaeeived nothing from any
to whom | have not returned that which had beeermive, nor have | failed to honour him; even is thiave reposed the
highest confidence.

This, O Son, is the concealed stone of many colevhigh is born and brought forth in one colourpknthis and conceal it.
By this, the Almighty favouring, the greatest disesiare escaped, and every sorrow, distress, drahehhurtful thing i<
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made to depart; for it leads from darkness intbtlifrom this desert wilderness to a secure habitatnd from poverty and
straits to a free and ample fortune.

SECTION II.

MY SON, before all things | admonish thee to feadGin whom is the strength of thy undertaking, #relbond of
whatsoever thou meditatest to unloose; whatsoéweer hearest, consider it rationally. For | holdetmet to be a fool. Lay
hold, therefore, of my instructions and meditateruhem, and so let thy heart be fitted also tcceore, as if thou wast
thyself the author of that which | now teach. ibthappliest cold to any nature that is hot, it wit hurt it; in like manner,
he who is rational shuts himself within from theetshold of ignorance; lest supinely he should leided.

Take the flying bird and drown it flying and divid&d separate it from its pollutions, which yetchiblin death; draw it
forth, and repel it from itself, that it may liveéanswer thee; not by flying away into the regiaheve but by truly
forbearing to fly. For if thou shalt deliver it oot its prison, after this thou shalt govern it @awing to Reason. and
according to the days that | shall teach thee; thi#lrit become a companion up to thee, and bixdut wilt become to be an
honoured lord.

Extract from the racy its shadow, and from thetligdrobscurity, by which the clouds hang ovemiti&eep away the light;
by means of its construction, also, and fiery redné is burned

Take, my Son, this redness, corrupted with the myatieich is as a live coal holding the fire, whi€thou shalt withdraw so
often until the redness is made pure, then itagflociate with thee, by whom it was cherished jmmchom it rests.

Return, then, O my Son, the coal being extincif® lpon the water for thirty days, as | shallent thee - and henceforth
thou art a crowned king, resting over the foungaid drawing from thence the Auripigment dry withoudisture. And now
have made the heart of the hearers, hoping in tbeejoice even in their eyes, beholding theeniticipation of that which
thou possessest.

Observe, then, that the water was first in thethén in the earth; restore thou it also to theesiops by its proper windings,
and not foolishly altering it; then to the formgirst, fathered in its redness, let it be carefudbnjoined.

Know, my Son, that the fatness of our earth istauipthe auripigment sirety, and colcothar, whiol @so sulphur, of whic
auripigments, sulphur, and such like, some are mibgeghan others, in which there is a diversitiyydich kind also) is the
fat of gluey matters, such as are hair, nails, sicarid sulphur itself, and of the brain, which imauripigment; of the like
kind also are the lions' and cats' claws, whicsiristy; the fat of white bodies, and the fat of the oriental quicksilvers,
which sulphurs are hunted and retained by the lsodie

| say, moreover, that this sulphur doth tinge @rdaind is held by the conjunction of the tinctyreis also tinge, but fly
away, which in the body are contained, which ig@junction of fugitives only with sulphurs and atbninous bodies, whic
hold also and detain the fugitive ens.

The disposition sought after by the philosopher§da, is but one in our egg; but this, in the heg®, is much less to be
found. But lest so much of the Divine Wisdom amia hen's egg should not be distinguished, ourpasition is, as that is,
from the four elements Adapted and composed. Knloerefore, that in the hen's egg is the greatdptwith respect to the
proximity and relationship of the matter in natui,in it there is a spirituality and conjunctiohelements, and an earth
which is golden in its tincture. But the Son, eming or Hermes, saith, The sulphurs which arediitdur work, whether are
they celestial or terrestrial ? To whom the Fatireswers, Certain of them are heavenly, and somef éihe earth.

Then the Son saith, Father, | imagine the heattérsuperiors to be heaven, and in the inferiortheBut saith Hermes, It is
not so; the masculine truly is the Heaven of thmifigne, and the feminine is the earth of the maseul

The Son then asks, Father, which of these is moréhwthan the other; whether is it the heaverherdarth? Hermes
replies, Both need the help one of the other;Hergrecepts demand a medium. But, saith the Stmuf shalt say that a
wise man governs all mankind? But ordinary menligepgHermes, are better for them, because evewyadtlights in
society of its own kind, and so we find it to bete life of Wisdom where equals are conjoined. Bl&t, rejoins the Son,
the mean betwixt them ? To whom Hermes repliesyvbrything In nature there are three from two:libginning, the
middle, and the end. First the needful water, themoily tincture, and lastly, the faeces, or eanthich remains below But
the Dragon inhabits in all these, and his housester darkness and blackness that is in them atitklpy he ascends into
air, from his rising, which is their heaven. Butilshthe fume remains in them, they are not immioitake away, therefore,
the vapour from the water, and the blackness flaotly tincture, and death from the faeces; andibgolution thou shalt
possess a triumphant reward, even that in and lighvthe possessors live.

Know then, my Son, that the temperate unguent, wisifire, is the medium between the faeces andavtiter and is the
Perscrutinator of the water. For the unguents alled sulphurs, because between fire and oil aiscstiphur there is such a
chose proximity, that even as fire burns so doesthphur also.

All the sciences of the world, O Son are comprekdrid this my hidden Wisdom; and this, and therlzay of the Art,
consists in these wonderful hidden elements whidioth discover and complete. It behoves him, fleeee who would be
introduced to this hidden Wisdom, to free himseshi the hidden usurpations of vice; and to be pustl good, and of a
sound reason, ready at hand to help mankind, efems countenance, diligent to save, and be hirag®tient guardian of
the arcane secrets of philosophy.

And this know that except thou understandest homadify and induce generation, to vivify the Spiend introduce Light,
until they fight with each other and grow white drekd from their defilements, rising as it werenfr blackness and
darkness, thou knowest nothing nor canst perforyitharg; but if thou knowest this, thou wilt be ofjeeat dignity so the
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even kings themselves shall reverence thee. Tleesets, Son, it behoves thee to conceal from thgavand profane worls

Understand, also, that our Stone is from many #)iagd of various colours, and composed from ftements which we
ought to divide and dissever in pieces, and setgegathe veins, and partly mortifying the sametbyproper nature, which
is also in it, to preserve the water and fire dimgltherein, which is from the four elements areirtivaters, which contain
its water; this, however, is not water in its tfaem, but fire, containing in a pure vessel theeagting waters, lest the espi
should fly away from the bodies; for by this me#insy are made tinging and fixed.

O, blessed watery form, that dissolvest the eleméfw it behoves us, with this watery soul, togass ourselves of a
sulphurous form, and to mingle the same with ouetAm. For when, by the power of the water, the amsitjpn is
dissolved, it is the key of the restoration; thanksiess and death fly away from them, and Wisdameg®ds onwards to the
fulfillment of her Law.

SECTION 1.

Know my Son, that the philosophers bind up theitteravith a strong chain, that it may contend wita Fire; because the
spirits in the washed bodies desire to dwell threagid to rejoice. In these habitations they vetigmselves and inhabit
there, and the bodies hold them, nor can they éredfter separated any more.

The dead elements are revived, the composed biinljesand are altered, and by a wonderful prodesg are made
permanent, as saith the philosopher.

O, permanent watery Form, creatrix of the royaimalats; who, having with thy brethren and a justegoment obtained the
tincture, findest rest. Our most precious storgag forth upon the dunghill, and that which is trvesrthy is made vilest of
the vile. Therefore, it behoves us to mortify twogént vives together, both to venerate and be ateeyviz., the Argent
vive of Auripigment, and the oriental Argent vivEMagnesia

O, Nature, the most potent creatrix of Nature, Whiontainest and separatest natures in a middieiplé. The Stone com:
with light, and with light it is generated, and mhie generates and brings forth the black clouddaskness, which is the
mother of all things.

But when we marry the crowned King to our red ddeghand in a gentle fire, not hurtful, she dothaaive an excellent a
supernatural son, which permanent life she doth falsd with a subtle heat, so that he lives attlemgour fire.

But when thou shalt send forth thy fire upon thieated sulphur, the boundary of hearts doth emtextiove, it is washed in
the same, and the purified matter thereof is ete¢thc

Then is he transformed, and his tincture by heliheffire remains red, as it were flesh. But oun,Sbe king begotten, takes
his tincture from the fire, and death even, andkuakess, and the waters flee away.

The Dragon shuns the sunbeams which dart throwghbrévices, and our dead son lives; king comeh fooin the fire and
rejoins with his spouse, the occult treasuresaidedpen, and the virgin's milk is whitened. The Sadready vivified is
become a warrior in the fire and of tincture supreellent. For this Son is himself the treasurgreliimself bearing the
Philosophic Matter.

Approach, ye Sons of Wisdom, and rejoice; let us ngjoice together, for the reign of death is firgd, and the Son doth
rule. And now he is invested with the red garmand the scarlet colour is put on.

SECTION IV.

Understand, then, O Son of Wisdom, what the Stattades; Protect me, and | will protect thee; inseemy strength that |
may help thee ! My Sol and my beams are most inwadsecretly in me my own Luna, also, my lighteeding every
light, and my good things are better than all otj@mwd things. | give freely, and reward the ingght with joy and gladness,
glory, riches, and delights; and them that seedr afte | make to know and understand, and to posésg things. Behold,
that which the philosophers has concealed is writtgh seven letters; for Alpha and Yda follow twamd Sol, in like
manner, follows the book; nevertheless, if thounalitng that he should have Dominion, observe Atrg and join the son to
the daughter of the water, which, Jupiter and ddndsecret.

Auditor, understand, let us use our Reason; consitlevith the most accurate investigation, whintthe contemplative part
| have demonstrated to thee, the whole matter Witwobe the one only thing. But who is he that ustéends the true
investigation and enquires rationally into this t@gk It is not from man, nor from anything like hamakin to him, nor from
the ox or bullock, and if any creature conjoinshwdne of another species, that which is broughhfisrneutral from either.
Thus saith Venus: | beget light, nor is the darkn&fsamy nature, and if my metal be not dried alfiies desire me, for |
liquefy them and wipe away their rust, even | estttheir substance. Nothing therefore is bettenore venerable than I, n
brother also being conjoined.

But the King, the ruler, to his brethren, testifyiof him, saith: | am crowned, and | am adornedh\airoyal diadem: | am
clothed with the royal garment, and | bring Joy gtatiness of heart; for being chained, | causedugtance to lay hold «
and to rest within the arms and breast of my moted to fasten upon her substance; making thathwkias invisible to
become visible, and the occult matter to appead érerything which the philosophers have hiddegeiserated by us.
Hear, then, these words, and understand them;tkeep and meditate thereon, and seek for nothing niban in the
beginning is generated of nature, whose inwardtanbe is fleshy, and not from anything else. Medita these plain
things, and reject what is superfluous.

Thus saith the philosopher: Botri is made fromdttiene which is extracted out of the Red Root, &adh nothing else; an
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if it be citrine and nothing else, Wisdom was wtikee: it was not gotten by the care, nor, if ifieed from redness, by thy
study. Behold, | have circumscribed nothing; ifultast understanding, there be but few things umegheYe Sons of
Wisdom ! turn then the Breym Body with an exceedingat fire; and it will yield gratefully what yalesire. And see that
you make that which is volatile, so that it canfiygtand by means of that which flies not. And thdtich yet rests upon tt
fire, as it were itself a fiery flame, and that ainin the heat of a boiling fire is corrupted, &nbar.

And know ye that the Art of this permanent wateous brass, and the colourings of its tincture blagkness is then
changed into the true red.

| declare that, by the help of God | have spokething but the truth. That which is destroyed isaated, and hence the
corruption is made manifest in the matter to bewsd, and hence the melioration will appear, anditirer side it is a
signal of Art.

SECTION V.

MY SON, that which is born of the crow is the begirg of Art. Behold, how | have obscured matteateel of, by
circumlocution, depriving thee of the light. Yetghlissolved, this joined, this nearest and fuehkeoff | have named to th
Roast those things, therefore, and boil them ihuhdch comes from the horse's belly for sevenrtien, or twenty-one
days. Then will the Dragon eat his own wings anstrdg himself; this being done, let it be put iatfiery furnace, which
lute diligently, and observe that none of the $piray escape.

And know that the periods of the earth are in tlagewy which let it be as long as until thou puttestsame upon it. The
matter being thus melted and burned take the Ibhaireof and triturate it in most sharp vinegaljttbecomes obscured.
This done, it lives in the putrefaction, let theldelouds which were in it before it was killed benverted into its own body.
Let this process be repeated, as | have desclidtdtiagain die, as | before said, and then ediv

In the life and death thereof we work with the ggjrfor as it dies by the taking away of the $pBo it lives in the return at
is revived and rejoices therein. Being arrived thethis knowledge, that which thou hast been $déagdor is made in the
Affirmation, | have even related to thee the joydigns, even that which doth fix the body. But th#sngs, and how they
attained to the knowledge of this secret, are ghsenur ancestors in figures and types; behold; #re dead; | have opened
the riddle, and the book of knowledge is reveatee hidden things | have uncovered, and have bitaogkether the
scattered truths within their boundary, and havgained many various forms -even | have assocititedpirit. Take it as
the gift of God.

SECTION VI.

It behoves thee to give thanks to God who has testdiberally of his bounty to the wise, who deliveis from misery and
poverty. | am tempted and proven with the fullnekkis substance and his probable wonders, and lymméy God that
whilst we live we may come to him. Remove thenc&dds of Science, the unguents which we extrant fads, hair,
verdigrease, tragacanth, and bones, which areswrittt the books of our fathers. But concerningdiméments which conta
the tincture coagulate the fugitive, and adornstiiphurs it behooves us to explain their disposititore at large ! and to
unveil the Form, which is buried and hidden frothestunguents; which is seen in disposition, butltwe his own body, &
fire in trees and stones, which by the most subti@nd ingenuity it behoves to extract withoutrig. And know that the
Heaven is to be joined mediately with the Eartlit-the Form is in a middle nature between tie hearel earth, which is
our water. But the water holds of all the firstq@avhich goes forth from this stone; but the sedergbld; and the third is
gold, only in a mean which is more noble than tla¢ewand the faeces. But in these are the smokd|dlckness and the
death. It behoves us, therefore, to dry away tipewafrom the water, to expel the blackness froeuthguent, and death
from the feces, and this by dissolution. By Whichams we attain to the highest philosophy and se€wdt hidden things.

SECTION VII.

Know ye then, O Sons of Science, there are sevdiefoof which gold is the first, the most perfeéhg king of them, and
their head, which neither the earth can corrupftfinerdevastate, nor the water change, for its deripn is equalised, and
nature regulated with respect to heat, cold, andton®; nor is there anything in it which is supetis, therefore the
philosophers do buoy up and magnify themselvesaytng that this gold, in relation of other bodissas the sun amongst
the stars, more splendid in Light; and as, by thegy of God, every vegetable and all the fruitthef earth are perfected, so
gold by the same power sustainneth all.

For as dough without a ferment cannot be fermestadhen thou sublimest the body and purifiesejpasating the
uncleanness from it, thou wilt then conjoin and mhi@m together, and put in the ferment confectivegearth and water.
Then will the Ixir ferment even as dough doth fentnd& hink of this, and see how the ferment in tt@se doth change the
former natures to another thing. Observe, alsa,tttgae is no ferment otherwise than from the doitsgf.

Observe, moreover, that the ferment whitens théeotion and hinders it from turning, and holds tineture lest it should
fly, and rejoice the bodies, and makes them intityab join and to enter one into another, and ithibe key of the
philosophers and the end of their work: and by skisnce, bodies are meliorated, and the operafittem, God assisting,
is consummate.

But, through negligence and a false opinion ofrttadter, the operation may be perverted, as a nidsawen growing
corrupt, or milk turned with rennet for cheese, angsk among aromatic

file://G:\geniuscode\library\spiritual library\HeeaTrismegistus.ht 07/08/0¢



Hermes Trismegisti Page5 of 5

The sure colour of the golden matter for the red, the nature thereof, is not sweetness; therefermake of them sericum
- ie Ixir; and of them we make the enamel of whiehhave already without and with the king's seahaee tinged the clay,
and in that have set the colour of heaven, whigimants the sight of them that see.

The Stone, therefore is the most precious goldawitlspots, evenly tempered, which neither fireaigrnor water, nor earth
is able to corrupt for it is the Universal Fermeetttifying all things in a medium composition, weaomplexion is yellow
and a true citrine colour.

The gold of the wise, boiled and well digested veaitfiery water, makes Ixir; for the gold of the wis more heavy than lei
which in a temperate composition is a ferment kxirgl contrariwise, in our intemperate compositisthe confusion of the
whole. For the work begins from the vegetable, ffieth the animal, as in a hen's egg, in which ésgreatest help, and our
earth is gold, of all which we make sericum, whiglthe ferment Ixir.

finis

[ The Translation here used and followed is froat tiotable work, "A Suggestive Inquiry into the hhetic
Mystery," (London, 1850.) ]

et
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